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A. SUBJECT: 

Inspection of gap between the elevator root hinge assembly and the vertical stabilizer skin. 

B. AFFECTED: 

DY-697; DY-698D; DY-700D; DY-705D;     

C. REASON: 

In operation it was observed that the root hinge assembly may come into contact  

with the cut-out edge of the vertical stabilizer skin at maximum up deflection of elevator. This 

will result in local minor damage of the skin at the contact point. 

D. REQUIRED ACTION: 

Perform an inspection of the gap between elevator root hinge assembly and the vertical 

stabilizer skin as follows: 

1. Set the elevator trim to full aft position (aircraft tail heavy) and fix the control stick  

at the rear stop (elevator deflection 30° up) with the help of an assistant or by other 

appropriate means. 

2. Visually inspect the gap “X” between the elevator root hinge assembly and the upper  

cut-out edge of the vertical stabilizer skin (Fig. 1). The minimum gap “X” is 2 mm. 
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